
BECAUSE A STRONG LIBRARY EQUALS A SOLID COMMUNITY

THE ROCK ISLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

OUR FUTURE 



The Rock Island Public Library serves the public 

through a collection of community centers,  

outreach efforts, and online opportunities that provide 

resources to enhance personal achievement and 

stimulate the imagination.

MISSION
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 ë The Rock Island Public Library is essential to the city’s intellectual 
and cultural life, deeply rooted in, and responsive to, its community. 

 ë A force for positive change and transformation, Rock Island 
Public Library programs and services will create a more 
safe, healthy, and livable city. 

 ë Patrons will receive consistent and quality customer 
service at all library locations, both physical and virtual. 

 ë Literacy materials, training, and self-directed learning 
opportunities will be provided and will educate the 
community, increasing its literacy rate and fostering 
economic development. 

 ë All Rock Island Public Library locations will be 
comfortable, attractive, and easily accessible. 

VISION
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For 145 years, the Rock Island Public Library has served us well. The library is 
continually getting busier and more diverse. Children, teens, job seekers, 
professionals, entrepreneurs, retirees and new immigrants are utilizing the library 
to research, study, gather, participate in children’s events, and experience the joy 
of lifelong learning together.

The Rock Island Public Library helps bring people together to develop new ideas, 
create conversations, and provide knowledge to improve quality of life in our 
community. Digitized reading materials will not replace the need for community 
services and interactions, therefore, we are striving to make our library the place 
where people are connecting, communicating, and collaborating.

Reaching our potential takes upgraded library facilities that will meet the needs 
of our community for the next century.

Because 
transformation is 
essential to the 
communities we 
serve.
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to Educate, Engage, and Empower. 
BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER



To improve our facilities, we’ve brought in national experts, consulted with city, 
community and business leaders, talked with our library users, neighbors, friends, 
and visited numerous libraries that are transforming communities.

After years of analysis and discussion, the Rock Island Public Library Board of 
Trustees, the Rock Island Public Library Foundation Board, staff, and community 
members have identified four key focus areas to which the library must respond. 
These focus areas are aligned with the city’s vision to make Rock Island a stronger 
community.

 ë Poor lighting for reading or study

 ë Insufficient (or faulty) wiring does not support technology 

 ë Inoperable, energy-inefficient windows 

 ë Aging HVAC systems and difficulties evenly heating and cooling spaces

 ë Outdated plumbing

 ë Inconvenient parking and entryways

 ë Inadequate electrical outlets/charging areas for today’s electronics

Why We Need Upgraded Facilities. 
Examples of current library infrastructure issues:
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to Progress.
FACILITY BARRIERS



Because 
businesses 
can be 
launched here.

We want to provide a comfortable environment to bring people together to solve 
problems, produce achievements, share knowledge and ideas, and enjoy each 
other’s company.

A new library will facilitate this with a variety of spaces designed for human 
interaction, from one-on-one tutoring to large group meetings, presentations, 
and events. All of this results in a stronger, more cohesive community. 

Bring People Together 
Create comfortable and collaborative spaces 1
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Focus Areas.
FOUR KEY



Because learning 
starts before 
kindergarten.

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, more than one in three 
children start kindergarten without the skills they need to learn to read.  
Nearly two-thirds of children can’t read proficiently by the end of the third grade. 

Studies continually show that reading daily to young children starting in infancy 
can help with language acquisition and literacy skills. 

One of our key focus areas is to help parents with young 
children with programs and services to ensure that they 
will enter school ready to learn. 

To accomplish this, the new library will have an imaginative 
area for children designed to instill a love of reading, 
writing, and listening with interactive communications and 
a robust collection of children’s materials.

We plan to create an environment that provides the building 
blocks for all future knowledge.

Prepare Children for School 
Create a space and services to foster early literacy2
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Our new library layout and offerings will help people in our community prepare 
for success in today’s world. 

Our teenagers need a designated young adult area. It is essential they have a 
space to study, socialize, pursue projects, research colleges, prepare applications, 
find internships, apply for scholarships and explore careers. 

Equally critical is providing better places for 
adults to access computers, take computer 
literacy classes, get job training, and improve 
their basic reading and writing skills.

In order to do this, it is essential to update 
our technology capabilities. Investing 
in new equipment, work spaces, and 
programs is a key to future success. 

Prepare Adults, Teens and Families for Success 
Construct areas for individuals and groups to learn to read, 
write and prepare for the future 

3

Because the best 
search engine in the 
library is the librarian.
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Focus Areas.
FOUR KEY



Free and equal access to information is a core function for any library. We believe 
the library remains the one place people can go to gain in-depth knowledge to 
solve problems, discover opportunities, improve skills, and make good decisions 
for the future. 

Our updated library will ensure residents 
have the resources to explore topics of 
personal interest and continue to learn 
throughout their lives. The resources will 
include all types of formats, including print, 
multimedia, electronic, and whatever other 
formats the future holds.

Stimulate Imagination and Satisfy Curiosity 
Promote reading, viewing, and listening for pleasure 4

Because punctuation 
without imagination 
makes a sentence, 
not a story.
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The library has always been a place where people come together for information 
and learning. To continue to serve our community, we need to plan for a library 
that meets today’s needs and the needs for the future. We have determined 
needs for nearly 51,000 square feet to accommodate Rock Island and the Milan-
Blackhawk service areas. Our vision will take us well into the next century.

Look at Our Growth Over the Past Two Years.

54%

Electronic materials circulation  
(books, magazines, movies, and music)  

has increased

12 %

Total services  
used is up 

18 %

Children’s Summer  
Reading Program  

participation has increased 

6 %

 Electronic resources  
(databases)  
use is up 

Library card registrations have gone from 14,399 to 17,449 total borrowers

14,399

17,449
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Needs.
OUR SERVICE AREA



The library and its planning team will help create a library environment that can be re-tasked 
and re-invented to respond to whatever the future will bring. Upgrading our facilities can 
only support and foster delivery of outstanding programs and services, as well as make new 
ideas possible. 

Anticipated Growth Based on Upgraded Facilities.

15 %

Attendance at computer  
literacy class increase by

15 %

Adult literacy program 
participation increase by

15 %

Family literacy program 
participation increase by

25%

Teen library usage 
increase by

25%

Computer users 
increase by

25%

New library outreach – 
participation increase by

10 %

Enhanced library environment – 
steady increasing library visits 

annually by

We have a dramatic need for more collaborative spaces for study, programs, and information. 
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We have diligently explored various options for the future of library services 
in Rock Island. In all of these options, the 30/31 Branch would close, and the 
Southwest Branch would continue operations through a separate contract with 
the Milan-Blackhawk Area Public Library District.

All three options include dynamic features such as:

Comfortable and collaborative work spaces, 
program rooms, and spaces for public meetings 
and community events.

An area with high demand adult collections and 
spaces to relax, converse, and refresh. This area 
creates a space for comfortable browsing, greeting 
friends, and enjoying light refreshments.

Information and Collaborative Commons 
providing a technology media lab, computers, 
and reference materials.

The photos are examples of the new features that could be included in the library.

Our Future. 
OPTIONS FOR 
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BEGIN job hunting, reading, learning, a fun day, researching, inno



A Community Learning Lab will offer members an 
opportunity to learn, create, and engage with others. 
This is a flexible workshop that houses a changing 
array of equipment and furnishings to support a wide 
range of activities. 

Designated areas for children and 
teens, all designed to foster a love 
of learning and engaging, age-
appropriate activities.

Ample parking, an easy-access 
entryway, and centralized circulation 
desk will make the building more 
accessible and inviting. 
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HERE.vating, computer projects, homework, creating, a new lifejob hunting, reading, learning, a fun day, researching, inno



Our first option involves renovating, reconfiguring, and revitalizing 
the historic downtown library into a library that will meet the current 
and future needs of a new century. 

Total space: 50,767 square feet
Estimated cost: $25 million plus land acquisition

The Rock Island Public Library and its dedicated parking lot are situated on approximately  

1.1 acres along 4th Avenue between 19th Street and 20th Street. The historical footprint will 

be repurposed and preserved with a new wing added onto the east side to provide easier 

access to the building and more adequate parking.

RENOVATE AND ENLARGE THE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY
OPTION 1

OUR 3 OPTIONS 
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BEGIN job hunting, reading, learning, a fun day, researching, inno



Both options 2 and 3 involve the renovation of the Tri-City Jewish Center. During 
the exploration process, the Tri-City Jewish Center approached the Library Board 
to gauge their interest in possibly buying and repurposing the building as a library. 

The Tri-City Jewish Center is centrally located at the intersection of 30th Street and 29th Avenue 

just north of the existing 30/31 Rock Island Public Library Branch and sits on five acres. The existing 

36,000 square-foot building has many features that can be modified to meet the needs of a public 

library. These include a covered entry way with a convenient drop off point, adequate parking, and 

beautiful green space.

OPTIONS 2 & 3
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HERE.vating, computer projects, homework, creating, a new lifejob hunting, reading, learning, a fun day, researching, inno



Total space: 61,114 square feet
Estimated cost: $16 million plus building and land acquisition

This option establishes a new central 

library in the re-purposed Tri-City Jewish 

Center, while maintaining the downtown 

library as a reconfigured branch for area 

residents. The Downtown Branch would 

host local history collections, library 

support services, and offer meeting 

space. Remaining space at the downtown 

location would be available for lease or 

sale to a compatible third party.

With this option, the downtown library maintains its current footprint, with most 
services concentrated on the first floor.

NEW CENTRAL LIBRARY AT TRI-CITY JEWISH CENTER WITH 
DOWNTOWN AND SOUTHWEST BRANCHES

OPTION 2

OUR 3 OPTIONS 
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BEGIN job hunting, reading, learning, a fun day, researching, inno



With this option, all core library services are located at a single location, the repurposed 

Tri- City Jewish Center. This new, stand-alone Central Library will be expanded to the 50,676 

square feet needed to serve a community of our size. 

Total space: 50,676 square feet
Estimated cost: $17 million plus building and land acquisition

This option includes all the program areas as OPTION 1 and 2 but provides a central location 

for the total library experience.

As part of the library board’s long-standing commitment to maintaining the historic downtown 

building, a compatible adaptive re-use would be found as part of this option. 

TRI-CITY JEWISH CENTER REPURPOSED AS CENTRALLY 
LOCATED MAIN LIBRARY 

OPTION 3
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The Rock Island Public Library strives to be a community hub. In addition to 
connecting people to information, we connect people to people. As an out-
of-school learning environment, our library provides kids with homework help, 
games, and book clubs. Computer assistance enables older adults to stay 
engaged in a digital world, while outreach programs keep people connected to 
the larger community.

Rock Island Public Library facilities must be reshaped to meet the growing needs 
of the community. We invite you to join us in creating a public/private partnership 
to realize our vision.

Let’s come together to carefully consider the three options for 
philanthropic support. 

Because a strong library equals a solid community.
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YOUR VOICE MATTERS
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Karen Phillips, Board President

Mary Brodd, Vice-President

Nancy Coin, Secretary and Treasurer

Kevin Koski, Trustee

Jessica Matherly, Trustee

Cindy Lukasik, Trustee

Patrick D. Mahar, Trustee

Virgil Mayberry, Trustee

Eudell Watts, III, Trustee

THE 2016-17 ROCK ISLAND PUBLIC 
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Board of Trustees would like to thank 
the Rock Island Public Library Foundation 
for funding this study. 



BECAUSE LIBRARIES MAKE A DIFFERENCE – COME JOIN US. 

For more info, please contact 
Angela Campbell, Library Director
Campbell.Angela@rigov.org  
(309) 732-7300

Kathy Lelonek, Foundation Director
riplfoundation@gmail.com
(309) 732-7326
rockislandlibrary.org

THE ROCK ISLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

OUR FUTURE 


